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Kentucky farm families are some of the 

most productive in the world and the 
world has benefitted greatly from our 

agricultural endeavors thanks to the trade 
channels that exist in this country. 

To say we truly live in a global economy is 
somewhat of an understatement these days 
as the ability to deliver our products to every continent on the planet has 
become much easier over the last few decades and the need for what we 
produce has grown exponentially.

By some estimates, more than a third of Kentucky’s agricultural production 
is exported and worth more than $2 billion. Nationally, over 20 cents out of 
every dollar of farm income comes from exports and trade. Losing any part of 
that business would have a very negative affect on our farm families. 

With that said, we are still enjoying some very lucrative agricultural trade 
arrangements, but we need those to remain in force and we need to create 
new agreements in order to maintain our farming industry.

The recent news of possible tariffs being levied on many of our 
agricultural products is concerning and somewhat unnerving. Agriculture 
exports are critical to growing ag-related and rural economies in this state 
and across the country. 

Each farm in Kentucky, no matter what size, has a role to play in 
providing these goods that are in demand around the world and Kentucky 
Farm Bureau has been very vocal in its support of maintaining and expanding 
these export markets. In addition, we also have many other agriculture 
organizations and champions, at both the state and federal levels working 
diligently to see that our export markets remain viable and our ability to 
serve those markets remains intact. 

The American agriculture industry is fortunate to have a strong advocate 
in USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue when it comes to keeping our trade avenues 
open. During his recent visit to Kentucky, the Secretary noted how valuable 
the trade dollar is to farmers and is working to help producers deal with any 
uncertainty they are facing or will face when it comes to trade issues.

More importantly is the fact that the word of coming tariffs at this point 
is just that, words. These matters are still being negotiated and in doing so, 
we are hoping for the best possible outcome. But while we wait, we need to 
remain vigilant in our advocacy efforts.

Never be reluctant to be loud and proud about our industry and what 
we need to remain solvent in the agri-business world. In doing so, we must 
do our homework; know the facts and the factors that are creating any 
situations that come down the road when it comes to trade or any other 
ag-related matter. 

As our national leaders move forward on these trade issues, we should 
continue to let our voices be heard. We must help those in decision making 
positions understand the importance of our agriculture industry, not only 
for the welfare of our citizens but for those people in other countries who 
depend on our farmers remaining the most productive in the world.

Mark Haney
President
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With its heavy-duty construction,
long service life and minimal
maintenance, a Grasshopper 
zero-turn mower’s timesaving 
performance is only the 
beginning. You’ll enjoy lower 
operating costs, too.

TIME ISN’T ALL   
YOU’LL SAVE.

* WAC. See store associate for details.  © The Grasshopper Company

ZERO%ASK
ABOUT FINANCING*

Farm Bureau 
Members

Save 15%

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.

270-273-3206
www.wardimplementco.com/

ELIZABETHTOWN
OUTDOOR POWER SOURCE, INC.

270-737-8118
www.outdoorpowersourceky.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RICHMOND
BISHOP'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

859-624-1893
www.bishopssmallenginerepair.com

SHEPHERDSVILLE
2M TRACTOR & LAWN

502-955-7011
www.2mtractor.com

WINCHESTER
ADVANCED TURF EQUIPMENT

859-744-6119

Livestock 
Directory

To Advertise 
Here Call

800-798-2691

176 Pasadena Drive
Lexington, KY 40503
Cell: 859-516-1129
Email: kddc@kydairy.org
h� p://www.kydairy.org

KDDC salutes the hardworking families of Kentucky.
Celebrate with us by enjoying some 
delicious, nutritious dairy products.

Working for Kentucky’s 
Dairy Farmers

Maury Cox
Executive Director

THE FAVORITE WORKHORSE FOR FARMERS AND RANCHERS
With over one-hundred owner-inspired improvements, the all-new 
RANGER XP® 1000 sets the new standard for what a utility side-by-
side can do. Its modern, rugged design, next-level in-cab comfort, 
and industry-leading towing and ground clearance make the Hardest 
Working, Smoothest Riding® RANGER® ever built. Visit your local dealer 
today to learn more.

WARNING: The Polaris RANGER® can be hazardous to operate and is not intended for 
on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. 
Passengers must be at least 12 years old. Drivers and passengers should always wear 
helmets, eye protection, and seat belts. Always use cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never 
engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/
drugs don’t mix. All drivers should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for 
additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. Polaris® is a registered 
trademark of Polaris Industries Inc. 
©2017 Polaris Industries Inc.

BARDSTOWN
JOE HILL'S AUTO 

CENTER
502-348-2532

www.joehills.com

DRY RIDGE
MARSHALL 

POWERSPORTS
859-824-9200

marshallpowersports.com

From big to small. From farm to front yard. 
As a Farm Bureau® member, you’re eligible to save.*

Platinum 2 savings for Farm Bureau® Members.

John Deere GreenFleetTM Loyalty Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau 
Members* will automatically receive Platinum 2 status. That means instant savings  
on a wide range of John Deere products: from lawn tractors to skid steers,  
zero-turn mowers to utility vehicles, and more! Plus you’ll save money  

 
out more on how GreenFleet can turn your loyalty into savings,  
go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!

sa

*Must be a member of a participating State Farm Bureau and have a valid email address. 
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

rs,  

mpany

BOWLING GREEN
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-781-4747
www.wrightimp.com

GLASGOW
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-678-9200
www.wrightimp.com

HARDINSBURG
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-756-5152
www.wrightimp.com

NEW CASTLE
HENRY COUNTY SUPPLY, INC.

502-845-5620
www.henrycountysupply.com

OWENSBORO
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-683-3606
www.wrightimp.com
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Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary organization 
of farm families and their allies dedicated to serving 
as the voice of agriculture by identifying problems, 
developing solutions and taking actions which will 
improve net farm income, achieve better economic 
opportunities and enhance the quality of life for all.
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Tourists from all over the world are visiting our nation’s capital to see 
a symbol of international friendship and cooperation. The cherry 
blossom trees, a gift from Japan to the United States in 1912, are in 

bloom. While visiting Washington, D.C., some of those tourists might also 
make their way to the National Zoo, home of two giant pandas currently on 
loan from the China Wildlife Conservation Association. The panda exhibit 
began back in 1972 when the Chinese government gave two pandas to the 
U.S. following President Nixon’s visit to China.

Against this backdrop of good international relations, however, a conflict 
is escalating between the U.S. and China. China has engaged in unfair trade 
practices for years, and now the U.S. is reacting with tariffs intended to bring 
China to the negotiating table. Instead of negotiating to stop the tariffs and 
agree to fairer trade terms, China has responded by escalating the situation 
with higher tariffs on U.S. goods, with agricultural products in the crosshairs.

No matter who started it, it’s time to stop it. U.S. – China trade is too 
important, to both countries, to let this fight continue and escalate further.

As important as our $21 billion in agricultural exports to China are to 
farmers’ and ranchers’ livelihoods, the broader U.S. market for everything 
from clothing and computers to televisions and toys is much more important 
to China. China’s exports to the U.S. exceeded $500 billion in 2017. China 
has a lot to lose in this battle. That’s why just this week Chinese President 
Xi Jinping said in a speech that China would work to widen market access. 
That promise is a step in the right direction. It means there is hope we can 
avoid additional tariffs on our ag exports.

This is a dangerous game we are playing, with U.S. agriculture at risk of 
being the loser. At risk is $12 billion a year in soybean exports, half a billion 
dollars a year in pork and cotton exports, millions in fruit and nut exports, 
and more. All of this comes at a time when farm income is at a 16-year low. 
Farmers are patriotic, but they cannot hold on for long without their markets.

Let’s hope and pray that international goodwill is as alive today as it 
was when the first pandas arrived and the first cherry blossom trees were 
planted. It’s time to negotiate and stop this tariffs race.

Zippy Duvall
President

American Farm Bureau Federation

C O L U M N
Comment

THIS IS A DANGEROUS 
GAME WE ARE 

PLAYING, WITH U.S. 
AGRICULTURE AT RISK 
OF BEING THE LOSER.
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MAYS LICK- When U.S. 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue’s RV rolled into the 

Hinton Mills’ Mays Lick location, a 
large, enthusiastic crowd had gathered 
to hear from the nation’s top agriculture 
advocate. 

Perdue’s third “Back to Our Roots 
RV Tour” included two days and several 
stops in Kentucky to hear from and 
speak to farmers, agriculture officials, 
agri-business owners, and students. 
He also paid a visit to Keeneland Race 
Track to see some of the state’s best 
thoroughbreds on opening day of the 
Spring Meet.

Perdue has made these tours part of 
his mission to get out to his “customers” 
and hear firsthand their concerns about 
issues each are facing on the farm and 
in their rural communities. 

Hinton Mills, a family owned farm 
and feed supply business with five 
locations in three counties, provided 
a perfect backdrop for the dozens of 
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) members 
and other ag officials who came to hear 
what Perdue had to say on a number 

of topics, and to ask him questions 
related to Kentucky’s agriculture sector. 
He was joined in the discussion by KFB 
Executive Vice President David S. Beck 
and Agriculture Commissioner Ryan 
Quarles. 

“It was quite an honor to have our 
agriculture secretary visit and get an 
up-close look at our ag industry and 
hear directly from our producers,” said 
Beck. “I believe having this opportunity 
really helps our farm families know they 
have a true advocate in Sonny Perdue 
at a time when our industry really needs 
that support at the federal level.”

Perdue said he really liked to get 
out of Washington to visit with farmers 
where they live and work.

“Our folks are out here in the 
farmland and fields all across America, 
and we love to get out and talk to 
them,” he said. “I would rather hear 
from them directly and the good thing 
about farmers is, they’ll tell you what’s 
on their minds.” 

A number of topics were discussed 
during the meeting, many of which are 
the same for farmers all across the 

country. Perdue said there are three 
overwhelming issues primarily for 
farmers he is hearing wherever he goes.

“There is a lot of anxiety about 
some of the trade disputes that are 
going on; also, we need a reliable farm 
labor workforce; a legal workforce that 
farmers can depend on; and thirdly are 

BACK TO OUR ROOTS
USDA Secretary’s RV Tour Comes to Kentucky

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue and his wife Mary joined members of the Hinton family along with
Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles and KFB Executive Vice President David. S. Beck

during his most recent RV Tour.
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regulations,” he said. “Agriculture has 
been oppressed for years with over 
burdensome regulations and President 
Trump is determined to peel those 
layers back and unleash the productivity 
and creativity of the innovative nature of 
American producers.”

When speaking about the Farm Bill, 
Perdue said he is hopeful to get that 
legislation passed this year rather than 
extending the present bill.

“Extensions are very difficult to 
administer, difficult on our Farm Service 
Agency offices and difficult on our 
farmers not knowing how to plan for the 
next year,” he said. 

Perdue also noted that a good 
safety net through crop insurance, and 
PLC and ARC payments is wanted and 
will assist when weather situations or 
disasters occur to make sure people 
don’t evaporate all their equity and can 
continue to farm the next year. 

“But I don’t know a farmer 
alive that wouldn’t rather have 
a good crop at a fair price than 
a government check,” he said. 

While the discussions 
involved many issues of 
concern, Perdue pointed out 
some positive moves being 
made to help farm families 
including a new dairy margin 
protection program and 
continued efforts to explore 
new markets around the 
world.

“Farmers are some of 
the most resilient, optimistic 
people I’ve ever known. It 
takes a lot of faith and hope 
to put that seed in the ground 
every year and we are going 
to hope and have faith with 
them that things are going to 
be better,” he said.

KFB Executive Vice President David S. Beck, right, presented Secretary Perdue with a copy of 
"The Most Wonderful Dream." Also pictured is Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles.

Secretary Perdue arriving at Hinton Mills, Mays Lick location.
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If the year were 1775 or even 1941, 
the idea of hemp being grown in 
Kentucky would be a very natural 

one. At one time, the state led the 
country in hemp production. 

But with the plant’s inclusion on the 
Controlled Substance list by the federal 
Drug Enforcement Administration, 

growing the plant commercially or as a 
production crop has not been allowed 
since the end of World War II in the 
Commonwealth except under research 
provisions set forth by the 2014 Farm Bill. 

The discussion of producing 
industrial hemp has turned into a 
lengthy one in Kentucky since 2013 

when state legislation passed setting 
up an administrative framework that 
would oversee hemp production, 
should the ban be lifted. Congressman 
James Comer, who served as the state 
agriculture commissioner at that time, 
helped to push that bill through the 
General Assembly.

INDUSTRIAL HEMP: A NEW OLD CROP
Recently introduced federal legislation would pave the way

for new production of a historic crop
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The 2014 Farm Bill helped move 
the initiative forward with provisions 
that allowed for research production 
under a permit-type of program. Since 
then, the number of permit requests in 
Kentucky has risen and the quantity of 
industrial hemp has grown so much 
that processing facilities are beginning 
to take an interest in locating here. 

Current Ag Commissioner Ryan 
Quarles has picked up the mantle and 
has worked to get even closer to the 
advent of true, legal hemp production 
by way of the research pilot program 
overseen by the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture. 

That cause got its biggest push 
yet with the introduction of the Hemp 
Farming Act of 2018 by Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell. The bill, co-
sponsored by Senators Ron Wyden 
(D-OR), and Jeff Merkley (D-OR) 
legalize and clearly define hemp as an 
agricultural commodity and remove it 
from the list of controlled substances.

A press release from McConnell’s 
office denoted, “The legislation will also 
give states the opportunity to become 
the primary regulators of hemp, 
allow hemp researchers to apply for 
competitive federal grants from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
make hemp farmers eligible to apply 
for crop insurance.”

Comer, who now sits in Kentucky’s 
1st Congressional District seat, 
introduced similar legislation in the 
House late last year and recently 
introduced the companion bill to 
McConnell’s proposed legislation. 

Many in the ag industry feel legal 
hemp production appears to be closer 
than ever. And it probably couldn’t come 
at a better time. The most recent USDA 
planting intentions report noted that the 
coming burley tobacco season will likely 
see its lowest production numbers on 
record. With those declining numbers, 
the idea that industrial hemp could be a 
replacement has floated around the ag 
industry for some time.

But before the remaining state 
burley producers cease their operations, 
Kentucky Farm Bureau President 
Mark Haney emphasized that burley 
production can still be a moneymaker, 
and industrial hemp still must prove 
itself as a viable crop. 

“We may be seeing declining 
planting intentions but tobacco can still 
make money for the family farm and 
is still an important crop in Kentucky. 
Burley production is tied to a rich 
tradition in this state and one many 
producers are not willing to give up,” 
he said. “Industrial hemp production 
could certainly be a part of their overall 
farming operations, it just could take 
some time to get it re-established as a 
profitable crop.”

Haney added that KFB supports 
the efforts being made to move forward 
with hemp production and certainly 
supports both pieces of legislation 
introduced by McConnell and Comer.

“Senator McConnell and 
Congressman Comer have long been 
champions for agriculture in this state 
and I think adding a crop to our farming 
arsenal at this time is a good idea. With 
the success we have historically seen 
from hemp in Kentucky, it only makes 
sense that we could once again be a 
leader in its production. But as with any 
new venture, it will take some time to 
get there.”

During his recent state work 
period, McConnell talked to a number 
of farmers, manufacturers, and small 
business owners who expressed 
enthusiasm for hemp’s potential.

“I am proud to introduce the 
bipartisan Hemp Farming Act of 2018, 
which will build upon the success of the 
hemp pilot programs and spur innovation 
and growth within the industry,” he said. 
“By legalizing hemp and empowering 
states to conduct their own oversight 
plans, we can give the hemp industry 
the tools necessary to create jobs and 
new opportunities for farmers and 
manufacturers around the county.”

Quarles applauded the move by 
McConnell and said upon the bill’s 
introduction, it was a historic day for the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

“This is an incredible milestone 
for the Industrial Hemp Research Pilot 
Program we’ve built here in Kentucky,” 
he said. “I want to thank Leader 
McConnell and the entire Kentucky 
federal delegation for recognizing the 
successful program the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture has built and 
for working to remove hemp from the 
list of controlled substances.” 

In touting the newly introduced bill, 
McConnell also said he understands 
the many ag-related issues farm families 
are currently facing and feels this “new” 
crop may be beneficial in alleviating 
some of their concerns.

“I’m hopeful that legalizing the 
farming and processing of industrial 
hemp will help energize agricultural 
communities throughout Kentucky,” 
he said. “This legislation will finally give 
farmers the ability to take advantage 
of the growing marketplace for hemp 
products and materials. Adding hemp 
to Kentucky’s diverse list of agricultural 
commodities will allow farmers to grow 
and innovate, and hopefully strengthen 
our overall agricultural economy.”

“Adding hemp to 
Kentucky’s diverse 
list of agricultural 
commodities will allow 
farmers to grow and 
innovate, and hopefully 
strengthen our overall 
agricultural economy.”

-Senator Mitch McConnell

Central Kentucky Burley Tobacco Crop
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Call For A 100% Free Inspection
Is the air in your home making your family sick?

• Basement Waterproofi ng
• Structural/Foundation Repair
• Bowed Basement Walls
• Mold Treatment & Prevention
• Crawlspace Health - Encapsulation & Drainage
• EZ Breathe for Healthy Air
• Probiotics that Clean the Air in Your Home

33 Years 
In Business

270-465-2311  •  www.alldrysolutions.com
SERVING KENTUCKY & TENNESSEE FOR 33 YEARS

This year’s John C. Hendricks 
Beef Tour took attending 
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) 

members to an area of the country 
known historically for its beef cattle 
industry. The tour included stops 
in Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas, 
all ranking in the top five of cattle 
producing states with a total cattle/calf 
population of nearly 24 million.

Fritz Giesecke, KFB Second Vice 
President, is a cattle producer from 
Hart County and serves as chair of the 
Beef Cattle Advisory Committee. He 
said this tour enabled members to get 
a firsthand look at both purebred and 
commercial cattle operations, a feedlot 
as well as the Creekstone Farms 
processing facility in Kansas. 

“Having grown up in the cattle 
business, I know this area of the 
country has always been known for 
its premiere operations. Getting a look 
at some of these farms and ranches 
is a real learning opportunity for our 
producers in Kentucky,” he said. “But 
in seeing them, I think it also allows 
our producers to realize we are in this 
same league being the largest beef 
cattle producing state east of the 
Mississippi.” 

Giesecke emphasized how 
valuable the investment made in the 
state’s cattle industry by the Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Board has 
been in growing a quality industry.

“These investments have helped to 
grow and improve our cattle operations, 
strengthening our position as the eighth 
largest producer of quality beef cattle in 

the country,” he said. “We can hold our 
heads up high when it comes to being 
one of the premiere cattle producing 
states in this country.”

One of the stops for Beef Tour 
attendees included the Kansas State 
University Purebred Beef Unit, which is 
benefitting from new on-campus facilities 
that support its mission to provide 
students with practical experience in 
breeding, feeding, management and 
marketing of purebred seedstock along 
with the opportunity to evaluate cattle.

The tour also stopped at Blythe 
Angus Farm, in White City, Kansas; the 
Oklahoma City National Stockyards; 
the Noble Research Institute’s Red 
River Farm, in Burneyville, Oklahoma; 
and WHR Shorthorns, in Van Alstyne, 
Texas, to name a few.

This year marked the 13th for the 
Beef Tour named after former KFB First 
Vice-President John C. Hendricks who 
also served as the chair of the KFB Beef 
Cattle Advisory Committee. He knew 

the value of educational opportunities 
and how the knowledge gained on these 
tours would benefit producers here. The 
tour is named to honor his memory.

KFB Tours are an integral part 
of the organization’s efforts to assist 
members, and sponsor partners are 
critical in making these tours possible. 
This year Farm Credit Mid-America 
helped KFB sponsor the tour. 

Jennifer Ferris, Financial Officer 
for Farm Credit Mid-America, said the 
ag financial services cooperative was 
honored to be able to help with the the 
Beef Tour.

“This tour brings new ideas and 
opportunities to Kentucky cattle farmers, 
promoting innovation, knowledge and 
collaboration that enhances the success 
of our industry. As we live out our 
purpose of securing the future of rural 
communities and agriculture, we are 
proud to partner in initiatives that bring 
hands-on experiences to our farming 
community.”

2018 JOHN C. HENDRICKS BEEF TOUR
2018 KFB Beef Tour attendees.
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MORE HAY 
IN A DAY.

BPX9000 Bale Processor VR Series Wheel Rakes TE Series Tedders7040 Disc Mower

Vermeer forage equipment is built tough and known for 
dependability and value among hay producers who want 
consistency and smooth performance in a variety of crops and 
conditions. Designed for ease of operation and with quick, 
simple adjustments, Vermeer forage equipment gives operators 
the power to maximize the hours in a day.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing 
Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

Service 
Directory

www.RockBridgeTrees.com
RockBridgeTrees@gmail.com | 615-841-3664
199 Dry Fork Creek Rd | Bethpage, TN | 37022

Pecan Trees for Kentucky

Flowering Trees For Bees

Wildlife Trees

ROCK BRIDGE TREES
TREES GROWN ON PURPOSE

FOR A PURPOSE

�
�
�

S A L E S  E V E N T

0% FINANCING*, CASH BACK AND MORE!
Are you ready for the season ahead? Get Ready ‘n Rolling with the tractors you need 
to handle all the chores on your to-do list. Take advantage of 0% FINANCING*, 
CASH BACK and more on select compacts, utility and all-purpose tractors.

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT 

COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206

wardimplementco.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

BULK-FILL PLANTING?
WATCH YOUR WEIGHT.

KINZE 3600 PIVOT FOLD WITH HYDRAULIC WEIGHT TRANSFER
Reduced fi ll time. Reduced soil compaction. 
Consistent depth control. That’s what you get 
with the 3600’s bulk fi ll and hydraulic weight 
transfer. Exclusive air seed delivery system 
minimizes the chance of bridging or 
plugging. Balanced split-row design. 
Optional hydraulic variable drive 
increases precision and versatility of 
seed population. Narrow in-line 
transport for easier maneuverability.
Contact your authorized Kinze 
dealer or visit Kinze.com/3600.

3600 PIVOT FOLD w/split row option
12 Row 30” / 23 or 24 Row 15” 
12 Row 36” / 23 Row 18”
12 Row 38” / 23 Row 19” 
16 Row 30” / 31 or 32 Row 15” 
16 Twin Row 30”

www.kinze.com

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT 

COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206

wardimplementco.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com
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LEXINGTON- Nearly 2,000 FFA 
and 4-H members from Kentucky, 
Ohio and Indiana gathered on 

a cold April day on the University of 
Kentucky campus for the 48th annual 
UK Field Day. Throughout a busy 
day of competition and networking, 
they also learned about the many 
educational opportunities available in 
the UK College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment.

The field day attracts some of 
the best and brightest young men 
and women interested in pursuing 
agricultural-related careers. They had 
the chance to participate in the college’s 
opportunity fair, where they were able 
to talk to UK students, staff and faculty, 
and also competed in various 4-H and 
FFA contests, with the winners receiving 
prizes and scholarships.

Students assembled under the 
big tent for an opening ceremony that 
resembled a pep rally, driven in part by 
music provided by DJ Warren Peace.

“The atmosphere in our college 
becomes electric when the students 
arrive, and I believe it is because we 
are excited to share the wonderful 
opportunities our university provides,” 
said Stacy Vincent, UK associate 
professor in agricultural education 
and event organizer. “That electricity 
is addictive, and it sets the tone for 
the day.”

The college’s Dean Nancy Cox 
extended a warm welcome.

“You’re going to meet a lot of our 
ag family today who have come out 
to show you all the different majors 
and all the different things you can do 
if you’re a student in our college. One 
of the not-well-kept secrets about 
the College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment is we all love our jobs, and 

we want to prepare you for a career 
in agriculture, where you’re going to 
love your jobs. How good is it to love 
your job every day and have fun?” Cox 
asked the crowd, who responded with 
enthusiastic cheers.

Warren Beeler, executive director 
of the Governor’s Office of Agricultural 
Policy, greeted the students on behalf 
of Gov. Matt Bevin.

“I bring greetings from Gov. Matt 
Bevin. Gov. Bevin grew up in 4-H, and 
I myself grew up in 4-H and FFA, and 
I couldn’t do what I do if it weren’t for 
those organizations,” Beeler told the 
crowd. “The most important thing 
we need in agriculture these days is 
people. Agriculture basically employs 
15 percent of all the people in this 
country. We don’t just need farmers, we 
need teachers, we need geneticists, we 
need scientists, we need researchers, 
we need environmentalists, we need 
conservationists; we need you.”

Noah Carter, vice president of 
Kentucky 4-H, and Martin Williams, 
president of Kentucky FFA, also said 

a few welcoming words, and then 
the students dispersed across the 
ag campus to compete in any of 
20 events. Teens showed off their 
skills and knowledge in areas that 
included a quiz bowl, floriculture, 
agronomy, auctioneering, welding, 
tractor driving, dairy evaluation, farm 
management, the equine industry, 
nurseries, forestry, veterinary science, 
land and soil, livestock evaluation and 
meat judging.

“They use this as a springboard 
for competing at their respective state 
competitions. It’s a good dry run,” 
Vincent said.

At the end of the event, winners 
were announced, with Locust Trace 
Agriscience Center in Lexington 
recognized as the Overall Field Day 
Winner and Montgomery County High 
School accepting second place. All 
competition winners received plaques 
to hang in their schools or extension 
offices, and everyone, whether they 
placed or not, took home memories of 
an extraordinary experience.

“I hope they leave our college’s 
event with ownership in the University 
of Kentucky and the knowledge that 
UK cares about their well-being, and 
the College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment is a close-knit, family-
friendly place that they may consider as 
their future home,” Vincent said.

Principal sponsors of the 2018 UK 
Field Day include the UK College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment, the 
UK Student Government Association, 
Gatormade Trailers, Hinton Mills, 
Integrity Premium Advertising, 
Kentucky Welding Institute, Tarter 
Farm and Ranch Equipment, National 
Association of Agricultural Educators 
and Whayne Supply.

COLD WIND DOESN’T CHILL 
ENTHUSIASM, AS TEENS THRONG 

UK FIELD DAY
By Carol Lea Spence 

“The atmosphere in 
our college becomes 
electric when the 
students arrive, and I 
believe it is because 
we are excited to 
share the wonderful 
opportunities our 
university provides.”

-Stacy Vincent
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BOONE COUNTY’S CHAMPION ELITE 
EQUESTRIAN DRILL TEAM

4-H members are learning leadership skills on horseback 

BURLINGTON- In a place known 
as the Horse Capital of the 
World, the 4-H organization has 

long enjoyed a special relationship with 
the equine population. Nowhere is that 
more evident than in Boone County, 
Kentucky, home of the 2017 State 
Champion 4-H Elite Equestrian Drill 
Team.

This group of 4-H members, along 
with local program leaders and a 
supportive parent-base are continuing 
a nearly three-decade tradition of 
drill team participation. In fact, some 
current participants represent a second 
generation in their respective families 
involved in the sport.

Pam Pickett, known as the Drill 
Master of the team, actually got the 
Boone County program started 29 
years ago.

“I started a team here with a group 
called the “Desperados” and at that 
time, there were no other drill teams of 
that type in the state,” she said. “But 
now, they have become quite popular.”

It is so popular in Boone County 
that the team is actually comprised of 
two groups, similar to the traditional 
varsity and junior varsity model. Pickett 
said the younger, less experienced 
riders participate on the “Fillies” team 
while the more advanced riders are a 
part of the “Mares” team. 

During their routine, “Mares” team 
members carry an American flag 
as they compete while the “Fillies” 
concentrate more on learning the 
different maneuvers and managing 
their horses.

Pickett said while there is a 
24-person limit for the 4-H teams, she 

never turns away a student who wants 
to participate. Many of those coming 
to her have never ridden and are often 
quite shy about it. But after being a part 
of the program, which involves having 
six hours of 4-H classes related to 
horsemanship, they begin to get used 
to their horse, and for many it really 
changes them, she added.

A TEAM EFFORT
In order to create and continue such 
a program, a facility is needed to 
accommodate the horses and students 
as they go through their practices, which 
take place two or three times a week 
during their training and completion 
season. Susan Elslager and her Johnny 
Walker Stables farm, a boarding and 
dressage training facility, have served 
that purpose for many years. 

Team members practice their routine.
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The local 4-H leader, who named 
the farm after the first horse she ever 
owned, said she grew up being a 
member of 4-H and both her daughters 
were in the equestrian program. 

“This is just something I really enjoy 
and, as far as 4-H goes, we want to 
produce good citizens and teach them 
to be good mentors and learn to be 
responsible,” said Elslager. “And while 
we are very competitive and serious 
about what we are doing, we do a lot of 
fun things to build the team and to build 
friendships. A lot of these friendships 
will last for many years, if not the rest 
of their lives.” 

She added that while the students 
are learning so much about their horses 
and each other, their parents are also 
learning and pitching in to help, including 
the simplest things that go with being 
around horses such as scooping poop 
from the training arena.

It takes a team to help the team 
and Elslager opened up her facility 
years ago to give these young people 
a chance to work with a horse perhaps 
for the first time. As they learned, 
through the 4-H program all about the 
caring for the animals, they also gained 
responsibility skills. 

Elslager, offering the use of her 
farm, is indicative of the support 
system the Boone County team enjoys. 
Pickett said the program benefits from 
great community support and with the 
successful year they had in 2017, which 
included riding in the Inaugural Parade 
in Washington, D.C., many more 
community members have discovered 
the team. The attention and support 
received to help get the students, 
coaches and horses to the nation’s 
capital was outstanding, she noted.

PAYING IT FORWARD
Like many of her students, Pickett also 
grew up with 4-H and she refers to her 
efforts with the drill team as, “paying 
it forward.” And that is something her 
older riders are learning.

“To see the older members mentor 
the younger ones, my heart just swells 
because that’s what they are learning, 
to be leaders,” she said. 

The three seniors on this year’s 
team bring much experience to 
the program and have fulfilled that 
leadership role, according to Pickett. 

Audrey Reed, Flo Daspremont, and 
Hannah Wagner are spending their last 
season on the team but have all enjoyed 
being a part of it and have embraced 
becoming those leaders. 

Reed who has ridden for a total of 
12 years, spent half that time as a drill 
team member. She said she feels like 
it’s part of her role as a senior to help 
those with less experience. 

“It feels awesome to give some of 
my knowledge to the younger riders 
and that’s what 4-H is all about,” she 
said. 

Wagner, who grew up around 
horses, has also spent six years with 
the team. She said leadership comes 
with being involved in 4-H.

“I feel like we can demonstrate our 
leadership roles to our fullest potential 

Senior team members from left: Flo Daspremont, 
Audrey Reed and Hannah Wagner.

Drill Master Pam Pickett gives instructions to 
team members during a practice session.

Celebrating after winning the 2017 state championship.
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with this team and 4-H teaches us not 
only leadership but responsibility,” she 
said. 

Although it was her first year 
with the team, Daspremont has been 
involved in riding for a number of years, 
as well. She had heard about the 
program and wanted to be a part of it 
during her final high school year.

“Even though it is my first year, I 
have found myself in a leadership role 
handing down what I know to the new 
riders,” she said.

 
EVERYONE CONTRIBUTES
While senior leadership is critical to the 
success of this program, many of the 
young riders also bring quite a bit of 
experience with them.

Emily Walden, an eighth-grade 
member, has grown up riding and 
when not practicing with the drill team, 
spends much of her free time riding and 
showing her Saddlebreds. She said 
she discovered the team by way of one 
of her horses.

“When I was younger, my parents 
bought an Arabian horse that had been 
on another drill team,” she said. “I didn’t 
know anything about 4-H until then and 
that’s how I got started.”

Walden was nine years old at the 
time but she began riding at the age of 
three. That experience has helped her 
contribute to this very talented team 
and she plans to continue through her 
high school years.

“We can only participate on the 
team until we are 18 but I want to be 
involved with horses the rest of my life,” 
she said. 

Alyssa Mosmeier is another 
younger team member with a long 
history of riding, having grown up 
on a horse farm and participating in 
dressage. She said there is a lot of work 
that goes into being a part of the drill 
team but that it is a lot of fun.

“Probably riding in the Inaugural 
Parade was one of the most fun things 
I’ve done with the team,” she said. “But 
winning the state championship was 
really fun, too.”

Mosmeier said the team, in addition 
to competitions, gets to ride in many 
parades, the most recent being the 
Pegasus Parade, which is held each 
year in Louisville as part of the Kentucky 
Derby festivities.

A NEW PURPOSE
As much of a role as all the “people” 
play when it comes to making this drill 
team work, the horses have their own 
stories to tell. There is no certain breed 
that is necessary to make a good drill 
team horse. In fact, there are several 
different breeds represented every 
time the Boone County 4-Hers take 
the arena. But perhaps what is most 
rewarding for these animals is the fact 
some are rescue horses. 

Pickett and Elslager decided early 
in the formation of the team to use 
these rescues for those members who 
needed a horse. 

“Susan and I wanted to use 
rescues and give them a good home 

and their riders the chance to have 
their own horses,” said Pickett. “It’s 
not that these animals were neglected, 
it’s just they were in need of a new 
purpose.”

In watching the team practice, it 
is evident the efforts everyone puts 
into this program; the riders, as they 
maneuver around the ring in precision 
movements; their parents, as they 
watch and encourage their children; 
the leaders, as they instruct and mentor 
these young people; and the horses 
as they enjoy a second chance in this 
Horse Capital of the World as part of 
the Boone County Elite Equestrian Drill 
Team. 
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© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2018

KubotaUSA.com
*$0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota M7 Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock 
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BARDSTOWN
JOE HILL'S AUTO CENTER

502-348-2532
www.joehills.com

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

ELIZABETHTOWN
OUTDOOR POWER SOURCE, INC.

270-737-8118
www.outdoorpowersourceky.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER 

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER 

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER 

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

SOMERSET
BARLOW FARM EQUIPMENT

606-679-3659
www.barlowequipment.com
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Down the Backroads

Just before entering the fifth grade, 
my family moved, and in doing so 
changed my school district. I went 

from a small country school with barely 
100 total students to the “city school” 
with four times as many classmates. To 
say the least it was scary for me.

I had grown accustomed to my 
little country school. My bus driver, 
Junior Cornish, knew each one of 
his passengers by name; and there 
was Miss Gillis, the lunch room lady 
who always gave me a little extra on 
spaghetti day; and there was dear Ms. 
McCoun who was the teachers’ aid for 
every teacher; all six of them. She was 
such a blessing to those teachers and 
the students. 

Even Ms. Hawkins, our principal 
was like a second mother to us; tough 
when she needed to be, but always 
ready with a hug or a pat on the head. 
I loved that place and was terrified to 
leave it.

But I had little say in the change 
and did my best to be strong on that 
first day in my new classroom. To be 
honest, I had to fight back tears on 
many occasions at first, but after a few 
weeks, I had met new friends, learned 
my new bus driver’s name and found 
the lunches to be quite good, even 
though my Miss Gillis wasn’t there. 

That was the first of many “life 
changes” I would face, and each time 
was a little scary. But in many cases the 
change was unavoidable, and often it 
was for the best.

I suppose we all go through a period 
of uncertainty when something we have 
grown so accustomed to changes for 
whatever the reason. Whether it be a 
new house, a new job, a new town, or 
even a new crop, making any change 
doesn’t seem to come without some 

apprehension. I would guess that is 
human nature.

No matter how uneasy a change 
has made me feel, I have found that new 
opportunities have usually come from it. 
For instance, the first real job I ever had 
was hard to give up even though I had 
grown restless with it. But by the time 
I had completed my 16th year there, I 
had also been granted the opportunity 
to further my education; I had started a 
freelance photojournalism business; and 
I had prepared myself for the next step, 
career-wise, even though, at the time, I 
didn’t realize that’s what I was doing. 

In hindsight moving on and making 
that change was the best thing that 
could have happened to me. It actually 
changed my life. But it was tough to 
leave something that was a constant for 
so long.

Taking a leap of faith is often a 
terrifying event but regretting not having 
made changes when opportunities 
came along is even more troublesome.  

I have found that while my life’s path 
may have taken several different twists 
and turns over the years, I’ve always 
ended up moving in the right direction, 
as I have traveled down the backroads. 

By Tim Thornberry

 If you’re a  
Kentucky Farm Bureau 

Member register for 
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ad with a FREE photo! 
Learn more at  
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Sign up at Farm2Ranch.com and place 
your free classified ad, visit the business 
directory, check out news & so much more. 
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COUNTY CORNER
Snapshots of County Farm Bureau activities

ANDERSON COUNTY
Anderson County Farm Bureau donated a grain 
rescue device known as a "Turtle Tube" to the 
Anderson County Fire District. Pictured left to right: 
Director of Emergency Management Bart Powell, KFB 
Director Randy Chrisman, Judge Executive Orbrey 
Gritton, County Fire Chief Pat Krogman, Battalion 
Chief Chris Harrod, Battalion Chief Brandon Brown, 
and City Fire Chief Bobby Hume.

CHRISTIAN COUNTY
Christian County Farm Bureau Women attended an 
exciting event during the Women's State Leadership 
Conference in Bowling Green. They had a wonderful 
meal at Highland Stables and entertainment from a 
"grandpa jones" impersonator.

HARLAN COUNTY
Harlan County Farm Bureau donated 

$1,000 to the Harlan County FFA. County 
President and State Director Don Miniard 

said, “Harlan County Farm Bureau is 
investing in the education and future of our 

youth. We have an outstanding group of 
young future farmers.” Miniard presented 

Rachel Mason, Harlan County’s Agriculture 
Teacher, with the donation.

FAYETTE COUNTY
Fayette County 
Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers Burger 
Bash event was 
held on April 13. 
Pictured from left: 
Danielle Milburn, 
Fayette County FB 
Young Farmer Chair; 
Rod White; and 
Carrie McIntosh, 
Fayette County FB 
Executive Director.
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KNOX COUNTY
Knox County Farm Bureau Federation Directors and Knox 
County Farm Bureau Insurance Agency purchased food 
during Food Checkout Week for the Back-Pack Program 
for Knox County school students. The food is sent home 
on Friday in back packs with students who would otherwise 
have no food for the weekend. The food purchased was 
divided equally between the Knox County Schools. 

LINCOLN COUNTY
To celebrate Ag Literacy Week members of the Lincoln 
County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee went to each 
elementary school and read the book, “John Deere, That’s 
Who” to a 1st through 3rd grade class. Each person played 
Farm Bingo with the class and gave prizes to the winners. 
The markers were edible items like Cheez-its, M & M’s, or 
cheerios. The book, teacher’s guide and magazines were 
donated to the school.

PERRY COUNTY
Perry County Farm Bureau 
made a contribution to Perry 
County Central FFA. The FFA 
students came to the Perry 
County Board Meeting to 
say thank you. Pictured are 
Brooklyn Noble, Joe Turner 
(county president) and Jacob 
Suffridge.

PULASKI COUNTY
Pulaski Farm Bureau purchased the book 
“Manners Can Be Fun” for all the county’s public 
elementary schools. Pictured from left to right: Tim 
Hamm, Vice Principal, Hopkins Elementary; Kyle 
Lively, Superintendent, Somerset Independent 
Schools; Amy Polston, Elementary Curriculum 
Director, Pulaski County Schools; Judy and Bill 
White, Education Committee, Pulaski County 
Farm Bureau; and Steve Butcher, Superintendent, 
Pulaski County Schools. Not pictured: Jimmy 
Dyehouse, Superintendent, Science Hill School. 

PULASKI COUNTY
During Ag Literacy Week, Tina Surber, a kindergarten teacher at 
Northern Elementary School, read an appropriate ag book to her 
students.
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HAY YIELDS VARY GREATLY 
IN KENTUCKY

The Kentucky Field Office of 
USDA-NASS recently released 2017 
hay production data by county (for 
counties with adequate producer data). 
In the “all other hay” category, the top 
six counties with yields reported are 
in the Central crop reporting district. 
The highest average yield was 3.0 tons 
per acre, the same as it was in 2016. 
The top county for 2017 was Meade 
County; it was also at the top in 2016 
along with four other counties. The next 
five counties were Monroe at 2.95 tons, 
Allen at 2.90 tons and Breckinridge, 
Butler and Grayson with 2.85 tons per 
acre. The lowest yield reported was 1.75 
tons per acre with 16 counties reported 
below 2.0 tons per acre. The state 
average yield of 2.40 tons per acre was 
unchanged from the 2016 yield. Total 
production was 4.80 million tons, down 
240,000 tons from the previous year. 
The top counties in total production 
were Barren, Madison and Pulaski. 

For alfalfa hay, only 13 counties have 
yield and production data published for 
2017. Several remaining counties were 
combined by crop reporting district (4); 
this included Mason and Mercer which 
were the top alfalfa producers in 2016. 
The counties with the highest alfalfa 
yields for 2017 were Hart with 4.25 tons 
per acre, Simpson with 3.90 tons and 

Owen with 3.80 tons. The lowest alfalfa 
yield among the 13 counties reported 
was 2.65 tons per acre. The state 
average yield was 3.50 tons per acre, 
down 0.10 tons from 2016, resulting in 
production of 525,000 tons of alfalfa, 
down three percent from 2016.

CORN USED FOR HFCS 
TRENDS LOWER

High fructose corn syrup (HFCS) 
is one of the food products made from 
corn. Of the two major formulations of 
HFCS, one is used in the baking and 
food industry and the other mostly 
in soft drinks. According to USDA’s 
latest Sugar and Sweetener Outlook, 
U.S. HFCS production declined 1.1 
percent in 2017 to 8.273 million short 
tons; this continues a downward trend 
that has persisted since production 
peaked at 9.51 million tons in 1999. 
Production declines have accelerated 
since 2011. USDA credits lower HFCS 
production to: 1) rising consumer 
demand for HFCS-free food products; 
2) higher corn prices, partly in response 
to increased ethanol production; 3) 
rising imports of refined sugar from 
Mexico after the sweetener provisions 
of NAFTA went into effect in 2008; and 
4) consolidation of the wet corn milling 
industry increased utilization rates and 
decreased capacity. Also impacting 
HFCS demand is its rising price; 2017 

marks the fourth consecutive year of 
higher prices. Refined sugar prices 
have been much more competitive 
with HFCS since 2013. USDA reports 
that HFCS production only used 460 
million bushels of corn in the 2016/17 
marketing year. By comparison, corn 
used for ethanol and by-products in 
2016/17 totaled 5.575 billion bushels.

U.S. BEEF PRODUCTION 
RECORD LARGE

While USDA lowered its 2018 
U.S. commercial beef production 
forecast by 50 million pounds in 
April, the revised 27.63 billion pounds 
is still a new record.  The current 
record is 27.09 billion pounds set in 
2002. For the 16 years since then, 
U.S. commercial beef production 
averaged 25.60 billion pounds. The 
smallest annual production occurred 
in 2015 when 23.70 billion pounds 
were produced; the last year beef 
production was below this amount was 
1993. Per capita beef disappearance 
in 2015 was 54.0 pounds (boneless, 
retail). The 2018 USDA forecast is 
59.0 pounds per capita, an increase 
of 2.1 pounds or 3.7 percent from last 
year. Record large pork and broiler 
production in 2018 will combine with 
beef for record large red meat and 
poultry disappearance amounting to 
221.5 pounds per capita. 

Average Monthly 5-Area Choice Steer Price

Source: Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry Outlook, Economic Research Service/USDA, April 16, 2018

Source: USDC, U.S. Census, 
January 2018 Grain Inspections

USDA Quarterly Forecast
Q2: $114-118
Q3: $106-114
Q4: $108-118
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Many farms and ranches will 
be helped by the recently 
enacted estate tax exemption 

of $11 million per person indexed 
for inflation and the continuation of 
stepped-up basis, but the threat of a 
return to the $5.5 million per-person 
exemption in 2026 highlights the need 
for permanent relief, according to the 
American Farm Bureau Federation.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, passed 
in 2017, temporarily doubles the 
estate tax exemption to $11 million per 
person through 2025. In addition, the 
legislation preserves stepped-up basis 
and continues to allow the transfer of 
any unused exemption to a surviving 
spouse. Farm Bureau supports making 
the $11 million per-person exemption 
permanent as a step toward the 
eventual repeal of the estate tax.

“The new exemption level will 
protect the vast majority of our 
nation’s farms and ranches from the 
devastating consequences of estate 
taxes, but a potential return to a $5.5 
million per-person exemption in 2026 
is troublesome. Instead of spending 
money to upgrade buildings, purchase 
equipment and further invest in livestock 

herds, farmers and ranchers will have 
to continue to divert resources to pay 
for estate planning and life insurance,” 
Farm Bureau wrote in a recent letter 
to House members urging them to 
cosponsor the Death Tax Repeal Act 
(H.R. 5422).

Tax laws must protect the families 
that grow America’s food and fiber, 
often for rates of return that are already 
miniscule compared to almost any 

other investment they could make, 
Farm Bureau said.

“What is needed are permanent 
tax policies that do not punish capital-
intensive businesses like farms and 
ranches, and that do not hinder sons 
and daughters from continuing the 
agricultural legacy of their parents. 
The American Farm Bureau Federation 
continues to support estate tax repeal,” 
the group wrote.

ELIZABETHTOWN
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2655
jacobisales.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

NEWS FROM AFBF

“What is needed 
are permanent tax 
policies that do not 
punish capital-intensive 
businesses like farms 
and ranches, and 
that do not hinder 
sons and daughters 
from continuing the 
agricultural legacy 
of their parents. The 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation continues 
to support estate tax 
repeal.”
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KFB Candid Conversation 
presents a discussion about 
the topical issues facing 

the agricultural industry and rural 
communities in a question and answer 
format. In this column, Shae Hopkins, 
executive director and CEO of KET 
(Kentucky Educational Television) 
discusses efforts to bring quality 
programing to the state from one of the 
oldest public broadcasting stations in 
the country.

Would you give us a brief 
description of KET and describe its 
mission?

KET is one of the largest public 
broadcasting networks in the nation 
and Kentucky’s only statewide media, 
serving the Commonwealth through 
both locally produced and national 
PBS programming, as well as through 
the many educational services we 
provide, from pre-school to K-12 and 
adult learning.

KET has a long history of bringing 
very diverse programs to our state 
especially to our rural communities. 
Why is that important?

This year, we are proudly celebrating 
50 years of service to Kentucky. From 
the very beginning, we were committed 
to serving everyone, regardless of 
circumstance. Today, one million 
people use our broadcast and online 
services every week, and they rely on 
KET to provide access that might not 
otherwise be available to them, be that 
a seat inside their Kentucky legislative 
chambers or a seat inside a concert 
hall thousands of miles away.

What is the value in having several 
different KET channels?

When KET first went on the air, with a 
goal of providing quality instructional 
services to every student in the state, 

our service ran only weekdays during 
school hours. Through the years, our 
services expanded. Particularly with 
the emergence of digital technologies, 
the opportunities to better serve our 
diverse audiences grew. Today, KET’s 
four channels broadcasting 24/7/365 as 
well as a robust website and streaming 
service, several apps and more allow 
us to serve people whenever, wherever 
and however they need.

KET and Kentucky Farm Bureau 
have enjoyed a long relationship by 
way of Bluegrass and Backroads, 
KFB’s participation in the tele-fund, 
and as an underwriter of Comment 
on Kentucky. Would you talk about 
the value of such relationships?

There is always strength in people 
working together. That is why we 
appreciate all of our partners and strive 
to be an essential community partner 
ourselves. KET has been successful for 
50 years and can eagerly look ahead 
to the next 50 and beyond due in no 
small part to our many partners, which 
range from state leaders and educators 

to corporate and individual funders to 
content specialists and independent 
producers. Among these partnerships, 
we are certainly thankful both for 
Kentucky Farm Bureau’s longtime 
support of KET and for the service 
they provide through the production 
of Bluegrass and Backgrounds. This 
long-running series, a valued part of 
our commitment to local productions, 
makes us all proud to call Kentucky 
home.

In comparing KET to other public 
broadcasting stations in other parts 
of the country, what sets it apart 
from those other stations?  

Over the course of our 50 years, 
KET has become a national leader 
in the development of innovative 
educational resources and services 
that bring learning to life. While so 
many people know KET for Sesame 
Street, Masterpiece, Comment on 
Kentucky and other programs, it’s 
the KET not everyone sees that, 
in many ways, distinguishes us. 
As a leading producing partner for 
PBS LearningMedia, our resources 
are used to enhance instruction 
in every Kentucky public school. 
Other KET resources help childcare 
professionals and K-12 educators 
receive high quality training. And 
yet other resources help adults 
succeed in the workforce through 
GED test preparation and essential 
skills development. In fact, KET is 
the country’s largest non-profit GED 
publisher and our FastForward test-
prep system is used throughout the 
nation. Furthermore, our network 
of 15 transmission towers across 
the state help connect and protect 
through a reliable communications 
infrastructure. Agencies including the 
Kentucky State Police, FBI, National 
Guard and others utilize KET towers 
to provide an essential public safety 
link.  
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Phone: 217-994-9015
Toll Free: 855-872-8404

www.peaceofmindalert.comNew Member Benefit!

Manufactured, assembled,
and made in America

•

Longest range from base unit
on the market, 600 ft minimum

•

Price will never increase and
no contract required

•

100% waterproof• Members receive one month free
of monitoring and no initial fees!

A Medical Alarm Protects Your Loved Ones
At Home With Just The Push Of A Button!
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KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU’S 
2018 CERTIFIED ROADSIDE 

FARM MARKETS
Market hours are seasonal. 

Please contact the markets for opening date and hours of operation.

Stop and Buy Local

For more market information, visit our website kyfb.com/roadside or download KYFB App  |  roadside@kyfb.com 502-495-5000

WEST KENTUCKY

BLUE BOY LAWN, LANDSCAPING & GARDEN CENTER
Madisonville  270-821-7476

BROADBENT GOURMET MARKET & DELI
Kuttawa broadbenthams.com 270-388-0609

BROWN’S FARM FRESH PRODUCE 
Hartford 270-993-6623

BRUMFIELD FARM MARKET
Madisonville brumfieldfarmmarket.com 270-821-2721

CARDWELL FAMILY FARM
Morgantown 70-999-0976

CATES FARM
Henderson catesfarmky.com 270-823-6150

CECIL FARMS PRODUCE
Owensboro cecilfarmspd.com 270-929-1445

COUNTRY FRESH MEATS & FARMERS MARKET
Sturgis countryfreshsturgis.com 270-333-0280

DEER CREEK FARMS LLC
Hanson 270-339-8513

FATHER’S COUNTRY HAM
Bremen fatherscountryhams.com 270-525-3554

HAPPY HOLLOW FARMS
Calhoun 270-499-3774

JIM DAVID MEATS
Uniontown premiumkentuckyfarms.com 270-822-4866

LIVERS FARMS LLC
Dixon 270-285-3845

METCALFE LANDSCAPING
Madisonville 270-821-0350

POORE’S NURSERY & FARMS
Russellville 270-542-4828

REID’S ORCHARD
Owensboro reidorchard.com 270-685-2444

ANTIOCH DAYLILY GARDEN
Lexington antiochdaylilygarden.com 859-806-5458

AYRES FAMILY ORCHARD
Owenton ayresapples.com 504-514-1594

BEECH SPRINGS FARM MARKET
Winchester 859-744-2868

BI-WATER FARM & GREENHOUSE, LLC
Georgetown biwaterfarm.com 502-863-3676

BRAY FRUIT
Bedford 502-255-7296

BRAY ORCHARDS & ROADSIDE MARKET
Bedford brayorchards.com 502-255-3607

CHAPPELL FARMS PRODUCE
Owenton 502-593-5500

COUNTRY CORNER GREENHOUSE & NURSERY, INC.
Shepherdsville countrycornergreenhouse.com 502-955-8635

EAGLE BEND ALPACAS
Burlington eaglebendalpacas.com 859-750-3560

ECKERT’S BOYD ORCHARD
Versailles eckerts.com/versailles 859-873-3097

EVANS ORCHARD AND CIDER MILL
Georgetown evansorchard.com 502-863-2255

FREE RADICAL RANCH
Morning View freeradicalranch.com 859-462-2344

GALLREIN FARMS
Shelbyville gallreinfarms.com 502-633-4849

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET
Lexington 859-273-8629

ROOSTER’S BEEF SALES, LLC
Madisonville roostersbeef.com 270-836-8250

THE COUNTRY BARN
Elkton 270-885-4843

THE MARKET @ HILL VIEW FARMS MEATS, LLC
Owensboro hillviewfarmsmeats.com 270-929-0558

ZOOK’S PRODUCE
Herndon 270-885-1656

SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

BALDWIN FARMS
Richmond baldwinfarmsky.com 859-582-5785

BURNETT FARMS
Somerset 606-679-4030

CHANEY’S DAIRY BARN & RESTAURANT
Bowling Green chaneysdairybarn.com 270-843-5567

CRAWFORD FARMS
Elizabethtown crawfordpumpkins.com 270-505-5600 

D & F FARMS
Somerset 606-382-5214

DENNISON’S ROADSIDE MARKET
Horse Cave 270-786-1663

DEVINE’S FARM & CORN MAZE
Harrodsburg devinescornmaze.com 859-613-3489

DOUBLE HART FARM
Corbin 606-523-0465

HAIL’S FARM
Somerset 606-274-0011

HANEY’S APPLEDALE FARM
Nancy haneysappledalefarm.com 606-636-6148

HENNING & BOEHMAN FAMILY MARKET
Hardinsburg 270-617-0411

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET
Hodgenville hintonsorchard.com 270-325-3854

KINMAN FARMS
Burlington kinmanfarm.com 859-689-2682

MCGLASSON FARMS
Hebron mcglassonfarms.com 859-689-5229

MCLEAN’S AEROFRESH FRUIT
Ewing 606-782-1112

MICHELS FAMILY FARM
Sparta 859-643-2511

MILLVILLE COMMUNITY MARKET
Frankfort 859-873-9772

MORGAN’S RUN PUMPKIN PATCH & CORN MAZE
Sulphur morgansrunky.com 502-743-0300

MULBERRY ORCHARD, LLC
Shelbyville mulberryorchardky.com 502-655-2633

NELTNER’S FARM LLC
Melbourne neltnersfarm.com 859-635-3636

REED VALLEY ORCHARD
Paris reedvalleyorchard.com 859-987-6480

SHERWOOD ACRES BEEF
LaGrange sherwoodacresbeef.com 502-222-4326

SUNNY ACRES FARM
Jeffersontown sunnyacresfarmky.com 502-727-9536

THE FARM AT LANDWORKS
Paris thefarmatlandworks.com 859-987-1266

THE GARDEN ON 68, LLC
Maysville 606-584-4613

THE GREENHOUSE IN GERTRUDE
Brooksville 606-782-0033

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET- 
ELIZABETHTOWN

Elizabethtown hintonsorchard.com 270-360-0644

JACKSON’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, INC.
Bowling Green jacksonsorchard.com 270-781-5303

JUST PIDDLIN’ FARM
Woodburn justpiddlinfarm.com 270-542-6769

KENNY’S FARMHOUSE CHEESE
Austin kennyscheese.com 270-434-4124

MAMMOTH CAVE TRANSPLANTS
Brownsville mammothcavetransplants.net 270-597-2533

MOONLIGHT MEAT PROCESSING INC
Williamsburg 606-515-8813

ROBERTS FAMILY FARM
Guston robertsfamilyfarmky.com 270-422-2361

RUBY BRANCH FARMS
Franklin 270-776-4672

SERANO ALPACAS & YARNS
Springfield seranoalpacas.com 208-699-8570

THE PUMPKIN WAGON
Elizabethtown thepumpkinwagon.com 270-401-3865

TRACEY’S TATERS & MATERS
Greensburg traceystaters.com 270-299-1148

TRIPLE ‘D’ GREENHOUSE & PRODUCE
Greensburg 270-932-7610

VANMETER FAMILY FARM
Clarkson 270-963-2320

WILDCAT MOUNTAIN CHEESE
East Bernstadt 606-344-2882

NORTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

ALPINE HILLS DAIRY TOUR/ COUNTRY PUMPKINS
Dry Ridge countrypumpkinsky.com 859-906-9656

TOWER VIEW FARM & NURSERY
Jeffersontown 502-267-2066

TRIPLE J FARM
Georgetown triplejfarm.org 502-863-6786

WOODLAND FARM STORE
Goshen woodlandfarm.com 502-222-7051

EAST KENTUCKY

APPLETREE
Cumberland 606-589-5735

COUNTRY GARDEN GREENHOUSE
Beattyville 606-424-9379

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET
Hindman 606-785-4891

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET
Whitesburg 606-633-9763

IMEL’S GREENHOUSE
Greenup 606-473-1708

KENTUCKY ROOTS
Louisa 606-686-3276

RED BIRD MISSION ROADSIDE FARM MARKET
Beverly rbmission.org 606-598-2709

SAVAGE FARMS
Louisa 606-922-0762

THE FARM STAND
Paintsville 606-793-0805

TOWNSEND’S SORGHUM MILL & FARM MARKET
Jeffersonville townsendsorghummill.com 859-498-4142

24 - KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS MAY 2018



KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU’S 
2018 CERTIFIED ROADSIDE 

FARM MARKETS
Market hours are seasonal. 

Please contact the markets for opening date and hours of operation.

Stop and Buy Local

For more market information, visit our website kyfb.com/roadside or download KYFB App  |  roadside@kyfb.com 502-495-5000

WEST KENTUCKY

BLUE BOY LAWN, LANDSCAPING & GARDEN CENTER
Madisonville  270-821-7476

BROADBENT GOURMET MARKET & DELI
Kuttawa broadbenthams.com 270-388-0609

BROWN’S FARM FRESH PRODUCE 
Hartford 270-993-6623

BRUMFIELD FARM MARKET
Madisonville brumfieldfarmmarket.com 270-821-2721

CARDWELL FAMILY FARM
Morgantown 70-999-0976

CATES FARM
Henderson catesfarmky.com 270-823-6150

CECIL FARMS PRODUCE
Owensboro cecilfarmspd.com 270-929-1445

COUNTRY FRESH MEATS & FARMERS MARKET
Sturgis countryfreshsturgis.com 270-333-0280

DEER CREEK FARMS LLC
Hanson 270-339-8513

FATHER’S COUNTRY HAM
Bremen fatherscountryhams.com 270-525-3554

HAPPY HOLLOW FARMS
Calhoun 270-499-3774

JIM DAVID MEATS
Uniontown premiumkentuckyfarms.com 270-822-4866

LIVERS FARMS LLC
Dixon 270-285-3845

METCALFE LANDSCAPING
Madisonville 270-821-0350

POORE’S NURSERY & FARMS
Russellville 270-542-4828

REID’S ORCHARD
Owensboro reidorchard.com 270-685-2444

ANTIOCH DAYLILY GARDEN
Lexington antiochdaylilygarden.com 859-806-5458

AYRES FAMILY ORCHARD
Owenton ayresapples.com 504-514-1594

BEECH SPRINGS FARM MARKET
Winchester 859-744-2868

BI-WATER FARM & GREENHOUSE, LLC
Georgetown biwaterfarm.com 502-863-3676

BRAY FRUIT
Bedford 502-255-7296

BRAY ORCHARDS & ROADSIDE MARKET
Bedford brayorchards.com 502-255-3607

CHAPPELL FARMS PRODUCE
Owenton 502-593-5500

COUNTRY CORNER GREENHOUSE & NURSERY, INC.
Shepherdsville countrycornergreenhouse.com 502-955-8635

EAGLE BEND ALPACAS
Burlington eaglebendalpacas.com 859-750-3560

ECKERT’S BOYD ORCHARD
Versailles eckerts.com/versailles 859-873-3097

EVANS ORCHARD AND CIDER MILL
Georgetown evansorchard.com 502-863-2255

FREE RADICAL RANCH
Morning View freeradicalranch.com 859-462-2344

GALLREIN FARMS
Shelbyville gallreinfarms.com 502-633-4849

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET
Lexington 859-273-8629

ROOSTER’S BEEF SALES, LLC
Madisonville roostersbeef.com 270-836-8250

THE COUNTRY BARN
Elkton 270-885-4843

THE MARKET @ HILL VIEW FARMS MEATS, LLC
Owensboro hillviewfarmsmeats.com 270-929-0558

ZOOK’S PRODUCE
Herndon 270-885-1656

SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

BALDWIN FARMS
Richmond baldwinfarmsky.com 859-582-5785

BURNETT FARMS
Somerset 606-679-4030

CHANEY’S DAIRY BARN & RESTAURANT
Bowling Green chaneysdairybarn.com 270-843-5567

CRAWFORD FARMS
Elizabethtown crawfordpumpkins.com 270-505-5600 

D & F FARMS
Somerset 606-382-5214

DENNISON’S ROADSIDE MARKET
Horse Cave 270-786-1663

DEVINE’S FARM & CORN MAZE
Harrodsburg devinescornmaze.com 859-613-3489

DOUBLE HART FARM
Corbin 606-523-0465

HAIL’S FARM
Somerset 606-274-0011

HANEY’S APPLEDALE FARM
Nancy haneysappledalefarm.com 606-636-6148

HENNING & BOEHMAN FAMILY MARKET
Hardinsburg 270-617-0411

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET
Hodgenville hintonsorchard.com 270-325-3854

KINMAN FARMS
Burlington kinmanfarm.com 859-689-2682

MCGLASSON FARMS
Hebron mcglassonfarms.com 859-689-5229

MCLEAN’S AEROFRESH FRUIT
Ewing 606-782-1112

MICHELS FAMILY FARM
Sparta 859-643-2511

MILLVILLE COMMUNITY MARKET
Frankfort 859-873-9772

MORGAN’S RUN PUMPKIN PATCH & CORN MAZE
Sulphur morgansrunky.com 502-743-0300

MULBERRY ORCHARD, LLC
Shelbyville mulberryorchardky.com 502-655-2633

NELTNER’S FARM LLC
Melbourne neltnersfarm.com 859-635-3636

REED VALLEY ORCHARD
Paris reedvalleyorchard.com 859-987-6480

SHERWOOD ACRES BEEF
LaGrange sherwoodacresbeef.com 502-222-4326

SUNNY ACRES FARM
Jeffersontown sunnyacresfarmky.com 502-727-9536

THE FARM AT LANDWORKS
Paris thefarmatlandworks.com 859-987-1266

THE GARDEN ON 68, LLC
Maysville 606-584-4613

THE GREENHOUSE IN GERTRUDE
Brooksville 606-782-0033

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET- 
ELIZABETHTOWN

Elizabethtown hintonsorchard.com 270-360-0644

JACKSON’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, INC.
Bowling Green jacksonsorchard.com 270-781-5303

JUST PIDDLIN’ FARM
Woodburn justpiddlinfarm.com 270-542-6769

KENNY’S FARMHOUSE CHEESE
Austin kennyscheese.com 270-434-4124

MAMMOTH CAVE TRANSPLANTS
Brownsville mammothcavetransplants.net 270-597-2533

MOONLIGHT MEAT PROCESSING INC
Williamsburg 606-515-8813

ROBERTS FAMILY FARM
Guston robertsfamilyfarmky.com 270-422-2361

RUBY BRANCH FARMS
Franklin 270-776-4672

SERANO ALPACAS & YARNS
Springfield seranoalpacas.com 208-699-8570

THE PUMPKIN WAGON
Elizabethtown thepumpkinwagon.com 270-401-3865

TRACEY’S TATERS & MATERS
Greensburg traceystaters.com 270-299-1148

TRIPLE ‘D’ GREENHOUSE & PRODUCE
Greensburg 270-932-7610

VANMETER FAMILY FARM
Clarkson 270-963-2320

WILDCAT MOUNTAIN CHEESE
East Bernstadt 606-344-2882

NORTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

ALPINE HILLS DAIRY TOUR/ COUNTRY PUMPKINS
Dry Ridge countrypumpkinsky.com 859-906-9656

TOWER VIEW FARM & NURSERY
Jeffersontown 502-267-2066

TRIPLE J FARM
Georgetown triplejfarm.org 502-863-6786

WOODLAND FARM STORE
Goshen woodlandfarm.com 502-222-7051

EAST KENTUCKY

APPLETREE
Cumberland 606-589-5735

COUNTRY GARDEN GREENHOUSE
Beattyville 606-424-9379

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET
Hindman 606-785-4891

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET
Whitesburg 606-633-9763

IMEL’S GREENHOUSE
Greenup 606-473-1708

KENTUCKY ROOTS
Louisa 606-686-3276

RED BIRD MISSION ROADSIDE FARM MARKET
Beverly rbmission.org 606-598-2709

SAVAGE FARMS
Louisa 606-922-0762

THE FARM STAND
Paintsville 606-793-0805

TOWNSEND’S SORGHUM MILL & FARM MARKET
Jeffersonville townsendsorghummill.com 859-498-4142

 KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS - 25MAY 2018



26 - KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS MAY 2018



Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit fordfarmbureauadvantage.com today!

Don’t forget about the Built Ford Tough F-150 Sweepstakes!** 

Text the word SWEEPS to 46786*** to enter!

Members get $500 Bonus Cash* toward the purchase 
or lease of an eligible new 2017/2018 Ford vehicle!

$500
BONUS CASH

*Program 36238: $500 Bonus Cash offer exclusively for active AL, AR, AZ, CA, FL, GA, IL, IN, IA, KS, KY, LA, MI, MS, MO, NE, NM, NC, ND, OH, PA, SC, TN, TX, VA Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. Offer 
is valid through 1/2/2019 for the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2017/2018/2019 model year Ford vehicle. Not available on Shelby GT350®, Shelby® GT350R, Mustang Bullitt, Ford GT, Focus RS and F-150 Raptor. This offer 
may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase. 
Limit one Bonus Cash offer per vehicle purchase or lease. Limit of five new eligible vehicle purchases or leases per Farm Bureau member during program period. See your Ford Dealer for complete details and qualifications.
**NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. MUST BE LEGAL RESIDENT OF U.S. OR D.C., 21 YEARS OR OLDER WITH VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE TO ENTER AND A CURRENT 
FARM BUREAU MEMBER. ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. Void where prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 9/30/2018. 
***Autodialed marketing messages will be sent to the number provided. Consent is not a condition of purchase or entry. Message and data rates may apply. For entry and official rules with complete eligibility, prize description 
and other details, visit www.fordfarmbureauadvantage.com.

2018 FORD F-250 
SUPER DUTY®

ASHLAND
BILL COLE FORD

606-329-2120
www.billcoleford.com

CARROLLTON
EARL FLOYD FORD

502-732-6674
www.earlfl oydford.com

CORBIN
LEGACY FORD 

LINCOLN
606-528-1904

www.legacyfordky.com

DANVILLE
STUART POWELL 

FORD, INC.
859-236-8917

www.stuartpowell.com

ELIZABETHTOWN
BOB SWOPE FORD, 

INC.
270-737-1000

bobswopeford.com

HENDERSON
DEMPEWOLF FORD

800-737-9653
www.dempewolf.com

LIVERMORE
B. F. EVANS FORD

270-278-2376
www.bfevansford.com

LOUISVILLE
BYERLY FORD, INC.

502-448-1661
www.byerlyford.com

MADISONVILLE
WATERMARK FORD 
OF MADISONVILLE

270-821-4100
watermarkfordky.com

MOUNT STERLING
DUTCH'S FORD

888-476-1522
www.dutchsauto.com

OWENSBORO
CHAMPION FORD 

LINCOLN, INC.
270-663-0681

championowensboro.com

PADUCAH
PADUCAH FORD 
LINCOLN, INC.
270-444-0011

www.paducahford.com

RICHMOND
MADISON COUNTY 

FORD LINCOLN
859-623-3252

madisoncountyford.com

SHELBYVILLE
O'BRIEN FORD OF 

SHELBYVILLE
502-633-4535

www.obrienford.com
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Based on purchases made in the calendar year that ends 60 days prior to membership renewal month. Balance 
Transfers and Cash Advances are not included. Eligible purchases mean any signature or pin-based, online, 
phone or mail-order purchase made with the Farm Bureau Member Rewards Mastercard. Offer excludes Cash 
Advances, Balance Transfers, credits and returns. Points expire after four full years. Program may change or 
be cancelled at anytime. Triple reward points on qualifying transactions based on merchant code (5411, 5499, 
5541, 5542, 5812, 5813, 5814), up to $1,500 quarterly. Credit Card plastic design may vary based on member’s 
qualification.qualification.  See complete Terms and Conditions for the Farm Bureau Member Rewards Mastercard and 
Member Rewards Program at https://www.farmbureaubank.com/CreditCards. Farm Bureau, FB, and the FB 
National Logo are registered service marks owned by, and used by Farm Bureau Bank FSB under license from, 
the American Farm Bureau Federation. 03.2018

www.farmbureaubank.com
866.644.2535

Carry the card that rewards 
Farm Bureau® membership!
Use our card every day and earn triple, 
double, or single points on select 
purchases. Plus, spend $5,000 a year 
and we’ll pay your Kentucky Farm 
Bureau membership renewal dues!* 

Contact your local agent to apply!Contact your local agent to apply!

Farm Bureau® Member Rewards Mastercard®

You carry the tradition, 
we pay for the membership.
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